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The Alumni Issue 
By Rev Joshua Reber (Trinity, Clear Lake; Faith, St. Cloud; editor) 

 
This issue is dedicated to every pastor and member who used to be in the St. Cloud circuit but has 
since moved on to a different congregation or joined the church militant in heaven. One of the best 
things to hear from a former member is, “When I come back, it feels like home.” I want the St. Cloud 
Circuit to be home. Home for hearing the pure Word of God. Home for eating the family supper of the 
Eucharist. Home for the mutual consolation of our members. To that end, I’ve invited 3 pastors who 
used to serve in the Circuit to give us a life and ministry update.  

The Cloud 
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Are There Lutherans in Arkansas? (and do they even know it’s Christmas?) 
By Rev David Buchs (Grace, Little Rock; formerly of Concordia, Fairhaven) 
 
Would you believe it? There are Lutherans in Arkansas. Not many, but some. In 
Minnesota you have a veritable ice cream shop of Lutheran congregations of various 
flavors in every place. In Arkansas, Lutheranism seems more like the fat-free, sugar-free 
variety in the corner that seldom gets scooped. But, I'll tell you, it's a hidden gem. 
 
Arkansas is notably more culturally Christian than Minnesota. "Have a blessed day" is a 
common salutation. (N.B. "Bless your heart" doesn't mean what you think it means. It is 
usually dripping with sarcasm.) And business-folk regularly list their Christian bona fides 
alongside their academic and professional credentials. 
 
Nevertheless, the clarity of the Gospel isn't always resounding. Indeed, the dangers of 
Evangelicalism and Baptist theology regularly leave Christians looking for something 
solid, not dependent on their feelings, and not subject to trends and the cult of 
relevance. And that's often what lands them in a Lutheran church. The certainty and 
objectivity of the Absolution: Your sins are forgiven for Christ's sake. The stability and 
time-tested reliability of the liturgy. Freedom from needing to attain a certain kind of 
life as verification of your faith. These are all like a breath of fresh air to a Christian who 
may find himself in the Bible Belt short on peace and rest from God. 
 
And so that's a lot of what we're doing here: making sure that the Gospel distinctiveness 
of Lutheranism is visible and available. 
 
We're also lifting heavy things. The Sword of Gideon, which took place twice at 
Concordia--Fairhaven in 2025, saw its Little Rock debut at the beginning of May. 60+ 
men and boys learned about the relationship between old men and young men, and 
then competed for the distinction of being the strongest guy. I did not win. 
 
I would start a circuit newsletter in Little Rock, but there are two circuits here, and I'm 
not sure which one I belong to, so I should sort that out first. In the meantime, I'm 
grateful that Pastor Reber has given me the opportunity to write for a circuit newsletter, 
as an alum. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the St. Cloud Circuit, fight the good fight. Endure, be 
steadfast, take heart! Rest easy in the promises of God. Rejoice that your Savior has 
given you his life and promised you eternity. Pray for the saints of God in other places, 
and we will pray for you. God bless and keep you! 
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North of Eden – What am I Up to Now? 
By Rev Ben Hollingsead (St. John’s, Aitkin; formerly of St. Paul’s, Eden Valley) 
 
Every so often someone asks, “So, Ben, what have you been up to since leaving Eden 
Valley?” The short answer is: quite a bit! The longer answer is that the Lord has been 
abundantly gracious to my family and me during this season of life and ministry. 

After serving the wonderful saints of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Eden Valley, 
Minnesota, my family packed up our belongings and made the move to Aitkin, 
Minnesota, on August 19, 2025. Like any move, it came with plenty of boxes, a few 
misplaced items, and enough chaos to remind us that sanctification does not happen 
through moving trucks. Yet through it all, the Lord provided. 

A few weeks later, on September 7, I was installed as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Aitkin. The congregation has been celebrating a remarkable milestone this 
year as it prepares to observe its Centennial on September 13, 2026. One hundred years 
of Word and Sacrament ministry is a tremendous blessing and testimony to God’s 
faithfulness. It has been a joy to become a small part of that history. 

One of the greatest blessings of our transition has been the congregation itself. St. 
John’s has been gracious, welcoming, and supportive to our family. Moving a pastor’s 
family is never easy, especially when children are involved. New schools, new friends, 
new routines, and a new church can be challenging. Yet the members of St. John’s have 
gone out of their way to help us feel at home. 

The congregation is blessed with a busy Sunday School and an active youth group 
known as ACT (Active Christian Teens). As a pastor, it is encouraging to see young 
people gathering around God’s Word, enjoying fellowship, and growing together in 
Christ. As a father, it has been especially meaningful because my oldest daughter, 
Addison, falls right into that age group. 

One of the concerns any parent has during a move is how their children will adjust. 
Watching Addison make friends, become involved in youth activities, and settle into life 
in Aitkin has been a tremendous answer to prayer. It has reminded me once again that 
the Lord often provides exactly what we need, even before we know we need it. 

Of course, our family experienced another major change shortly after arriving in Aitkin. 
On January 16, 2026, the Lord blessed us with the birth of our daughter, Eloise. With her 
arrival, our household officially expanded from four children to five.  
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Eloise has quickly become the center of attention in the Hollingsead household. Her 
older siblings adore her, and she has already learned one important lesson about life in 
a large family: there is always someone willing to hold you, whether you want to be held 
or not. 

Meanwhile, my sons Theodore and Augustine have embraced life in northern Minnesota 
with great enthusiasm. They are constantly searching for new fishing spots and have 
developed a remarkable confidence in their ability to locate fish. Their success rate is 
occasionally lower than their confidence level, but that has not dampened their spirits. 
Thankfully, Minnesota offers plenty of lakes and plenty of opportunities to keep trying. 

Our daughter Eden, now ten years old, has adjusted wonderfully to life in Aitkin as well. 
She has enjoyed becoming involved in activities and has developed a love for basketball, 
spending much of her time practicing and playing whenever the opportunity arises. This 
fall she is looking forward to a new adventure as she begins learning to play the 
saxophone. We are excited to see where her musical interests lead and, like most 
parents, are preparing ourselves for the sounds of a beginner musician filling the house. 
Thankfully, after years of raising children, we have learned that a little noise often 
means something good is happening. 

Outside of congregational ministry, I have continued to enjoy writing. Over the past year 
I have had the opportunity to contribute several articles to Ad Crucem News on a variety 
of topics important to the life of the Church. These articles have included: 

• The God Who Once Lived in the Womb 

• Philip Rivers, Fatherhood, and the Witness Our Culture Still Needs 

• Permitted to Die in Christ 

• “Closed Communion”: A Practice of Love and Respect 

• Learning from Bad Experiences: The Role of Lay Readers 

• More Routes, More Problems: Why Alternative Routes Aren’t the Solution 

Writing has become an enjoyable extension of pastoral ministry. It provides an 
opportunity to address theological questions, engage contemporary issues, and 
encourage thoughtful discussion among Christians. It has also forced me to sharpen my 
own thinking and, occasionally, discover just how many cups of coffee are required to 
finish an article before a deadline. 
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Another blessing this year has been the opportunity to participate in the Doxology 
program. Doxology is dedicated to strengthening pastors and congregations through 
ongoing theological education and encouragement. The experience has been beneficial 
both personally and professionally, and I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
participated. 

This summer I had the privilege of speaking about the Doxology program at the LWML 
Minnesota North Convention, which was held on June 22–24. I am honored to have had 
the opportunity to share how this program has served pastors and congregations and to 
encourage others to support its important work. 

As I look back on the past year, I am reminded how much can happen in a relatively 
short period of time. A move to a new congregation. A new community. New friends. A 
church preparing to celebrate one hundred years of ministry. A new baby. New fishing 
adventures. New writing opportunities. Through it all, the Lord has remained faithful. 

The life of a pastor is rarely predictable, but that is part of its joy. Every day brings new 
opportunities to preach Christ, administer His gifts, teach His Word, and care for His 
people. I remain thankful for the years spent serving in Eden Valley and equally thankful 
for the privilege of serving the saints of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin. 

Most of all, I am grateful to God for His continued mercy. He has blessed my family far 
more than we deserve and has allowed us to witness His goodness in countless ways. 
We do not know exactly what the future will bring, but we do know this: Christ remains 
faithful, His Church continues to gather around His gifts, and His promises never fail. 

For that reason, we move forward with confidence, gratitude, and perhaps a fishing pole 
or two. 
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Welcome to Boomerville!
By Rev David Millz (formerly of St. John’s, Kimball) 
 
Greetings to the St. Cloud Circuit! I have many fond memories of my nearly three 
decades among you. I was privileged to know and work closely with many pastors and 
members of circuit congregations, particularly in my role as Circuit Visitor.  

When I retired in July of 2023, after serving St. John’s in Kimball for 29 years, my wife, 
Shirley, and I moved to Lakeville, south of the Twin Cities. We are now homeowners for 
the first time, which is exciting - though I miss calling the trustees when something 
breaks. Contractors and repairmen expect to be paid! We now live a lot closer to our 
son, daughter-in-law, and three grandchildren. It’s much more convenient to attend 
their various activities, and help out as needed.  

Our first order of business in retirement was to join a local congregation. We are 
members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Farmington. Though it sounds rather cliché, we 
do feel like we’re part of a loving family. We also have a great pastor, Christian 
Einertson. He’s young, very smart, and an excellent preacher and teacher. I find that I 
can’t wait for Sundays. I truly loved preaching and teaching, but now I just get to sit in 
the pew as my very capable and faithful pastor nourishes my soul with the Word of God 
and the Lord’s Supper. It’s such a blessing!  

I thought I would be helping out area congregations with pulpit supply when I retired, 
but that turned out not to be the case. For one thing, I had a bad hip which made it 
painful to be on my feet in the chancel for a whole service. I have since had the hip 
replaced, but even though I get around a lot better now, I have little interest in going 
elsewhere on Sunday mornings. Perhaps it’s a bit selfish, but I just want to go to church 
with my wife and our church family. 

One bonus at Trinity is that there are two other retired pastors in the congregation. (I 
refer to us as Larry, Moe, and Curly – as long as I get to be Curly.) About once a year, our 
pastor asks each of us to take a turn at preaching. For now, that’s enough for me. 

But I do manage to keep fairly busy. When we moved to Lakeville, I asked God to point 
me in the direction He wanted me to go. It didn’t take long. Soon after our move, 
Messiah Lutheran in Lakeville needed a retired pastor to help with the visitation of their 
homebound members. I jumped at the chance, and have been employed at Messiah for 
about two years now, visiting roughly eight shut-ins a month. I love it! I have the time to 
spend with the folks I visit, and have the joy of bringing them the Lord’s Supper.  
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I also participate in a Tuesday brown bag lunch bunch of retired and active pastors who 
meet at a circuit congregation for “Greekly Readers.” We read through and translate a 
Scripture reading – usually the Gospel – for an upcoming Sunday. It’s stimulating and 
has knocked a considerable amount of rust off of my neglected Greek proficiency. 
(Shirley is especially grateful for my participation. After my Pastor invited me to attend 
the Greek group, she asked him if there was anything else he could invite me to…). 

I also make frequent use of my Dakota County Library card. (I’ve progressed beyond 
picture books to chapter books – even some with big words!) 

All in all, I’ve found retirement to be very enjoyable. There aren’t many days I have to 
set an alarm, and I can be pretty much as busy – or not – as I want to be. And, best of all, 
no matter which decade of life you occupy, or how much health issues restrict what you 
can do, our loving Father in heaven will – one way or another – put you to work, until 
the day He says, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” and calls you home to the place 
Jesus has prepared for you. Now that’s what I call a win-win! 

God keep all of you in faith, joy, and peace in Jesus! 
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